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Shchekinoazot is among the 
leading Russian companies. In 
2020, Shchekinoazot will celebrate 
its 65th anniversary, and all these 
years the company has been 
successfully working on the 
Russian and international markets 
of chemical raw materials and 
products. Many people think that 
chemicals and the environment 
are incompatible things. Is it really 
so? Let's find out together.

The company is constantly 
moving forward by building 
and bringing into operation 

new production facilities, as well 
as upgrading the existing ones. 
At the same time the company’s 
management understands that it is 
not enough to produce high-quality 
products to be successful these 
days. If you really want to succeed, 
you need to produce safe products 
and constantly reduce the negative 
environmental impact. In fact, this 
is exactly what Shchekinoazot does 
while implementing its extensive 
program for reducing the impact 
on the environment.

Working closely with 
representatives of the 
authorities, business and culture, 
Shchekinoazot always strives 
to reach a consensus in solving 
regional challenges  not only in 
the effective development of the 
economy but also in the creation 
of favorable conditions in the area 
of environmental protection.

“For  Shchekinoazot , 
e n v i ro n m e n t a l 
protection is 
a crucial point 
that defines the 
whole strategic 
and ideological 
growth area,” 
Valery Ordynets, 
Deputy Technical 
Director for 

Industrial and Environmental Safety, 
told Sloboda. “The company is 
interested in introducing the latest 
clean technologies, minimizing 
waste, deep processing of raw 
materials, and benefiting from the 
use of modern high-tech systems.”

Before implementation,each 
investment project on the 

construction of new production 
facilities passes strict 

environmental safety inspection.

All new production facilities 
use cutting-edge technologies 
based on the idea of energy saving. 
The primary emission sources 
at these facilities are equipped 
with continuous environmental 
monitoring devices. The company 
plans to fit other production 
facilities with such equipment.

It allocates large funds for the 
implementation of measures aimed 
at reducing the negative impact on 
the environment. Thus, in 2018, the 

company finished the construction 
of waste treatment plants. It 
also put into operation railway 
overpasses that ensure tight filling 
of methanol and ammonia into 
tanks, upgraded sluice discharge 
and slurry pipeline networks, and 
implemented a scheme for the 
collection of saline effluents from 
all water treatment facilities.

“The company has achieved 
a steady reduction in emissions 
at its main production site during 
the last 5 years,” says Valery 
Ordynets. “In 2018, in order to 
gradually implement the legislative 
changes dealing with the transition 
of companies to BAT (the best 
available technologies) from 
January 1, 2019, the company 
adopted an action plan for 2018–
2021 aimed at reducing emissions 
into the atmosphere. It is planned 
to implement 14 initiatives worth 
of over 46 million rubles.

These initiatives were reviewed 
and approved by the regional 
Ministry of Ecology.

However, at the moment, 
the company’s most 
important and large-scale 

environmental initiative is the 

commissioning of new industrial 
effluent and storm water treatment 
facilities. The new waste treatment 
facilities use a membrane bioreactor 
(MBR) system. In addition to pan 
membrane aerators used to feed air 
into aeration tanks at the biological 
treatment stage, the best world-
class technologies are used at each 
stage of the process: belt filters 
for mechanical treatment, excess 
sludge decantation, ultraviolet 
disinfection of treated wastewater. 
A technological scheme which uses 
a membrane bioreactor is reliable, 
flexible and highly efficient.

The commissioning of new waste 
treatment facilities has reduced 
the load on the existing waste 

treatment facilities, reduced the 
amount of waste discharged into 
water bodies, and minimize the 

abstraction of river water.

The plant’s waste water is now 
purified before being discharged 
into the river. Meanwhile, the 
company has already developed 
and approved the Old Waste 
Treatment Facilities Reconstruction 
Program aimed at increasing 

productivity, stability and 
operational reliability for 2018–
2022.

“The company constantly 
monitors the ecological situation 
by observing, analyzing and 
forecasting environmental 
conditions. This is needed for the 
optimization of production and 
economic activities,” emphasizes 
Valery Ordynets. “Monitoring 
is carried out by certified and 
accredited laboratories of OJSC 
Shchekinoazot, the Tula branch 
of CLATM (Center for Laboratory 
Analysis and Technical 
Metrology) and the Center for 
Hygiene and Epidemiology in the 
Tula Region.”

A huge amount of work related 
to monitoring of emissions, 
discharges, observation wells, 
waste disposal facilities, waste 
and natural waters, as well as 
the inspection of the state of air 
on the border of the sanitary 
protection zone is carried out by 
the company’s sanitary lab.

Inspection results show that 
the company operates in strict 
compliance with regulatory 
requirements. This is huge and 
painstaking work of the entire staff, 

and it is very good that all of the 
invested efforts yielded such a 
positive result.

And there is one more piece 
of positive environmental 
news: Shchekinoazot 

has launched the Kind Bottle 
Caps campaign. The company’s 
clockhouses are now equipped 
with plastic caps recycling points 
– they will help the company to 
support the national Kind Bottle 
Caps campaign.

Employees can leave caps at the 
recycling points. All the collected 
plastic will be sent to recycling 
centers.

All the proceeds from the 
recycling will be donated to the 
fund for orphans with musculo-

skeletal disorders.

The Young Specialists Council 
will actively participate in the 
campaign.

It is important to remember 
that each of us can contribute to 
tackling environmental pollution 
and helping children.
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Every year Shchekinoazot employees participate in volunteer cleanups
and tree-planting in Shchekino District

Waste treatment facilities use a membrane bioreactor (MBR) scheme

In September 2018, the company commissioned new innovative and reliable waste treatment facilities


